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c The minority was 61l in the House of Lords last
night, and would have been 62 if Lord Ashburton
had not gone off to dress for a ball, in spite of all
remonstrances, a quarter of an hour before the division.
There is the grand battle in the House of Commons to-
night on a motion of Mr. Pitt's. The divisions go on
increasing. The adherents of Ministry consider the
game as up. It is true, as the newspapers say, that
Lord Chatham was at Buckingham House yesterday,
which could not be on the business of the Ordnance.
The King had not been told the state of things in the
House of Commons the day before yesterday, when he
was present at a Council. The Chancellor professes to
have told the King all that happened in the House of
Lords whenever he had an audience; but the state of
things in the House of Commons had not been communi-
cated to him, nor do I know that it has yet. You may
judge by this of the real state of the King's mind even
now. Notwithstanding these expectations of an immediate
change, I know that Mr. Addington said yesterday to
one of his supporters that he should fight the battle as
long as he had a majority of one. This he will naturally
say to encourage his partisans ; but, in truth, it is not
only highly culpable to retain office in such circum-
stances and in such times, but it appears to me simply
impossible to do so; for the present situation of public
affairs requires both vigorous measures and expedition.
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